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Reporter Emerald Malloy returns to Minnesotaâ€™s Red River Valley to gather more recipes for an

encore feature the Minneapolis newspaper plans to run on rural cooking. This time around, Margie

Johnson, the owner of Hot Dish Heaven, the local cafe, surprises her with unusual recipes, including

Sauerkraut Hot Dish, explaining that man cannot live on Tuna Noodle Hot Dish alone. While

intrigued by Margieâ€™s efforts to expand her â€œculinary horizons,â€• Emerald has no interest in

looking into the murder of a farmhand whose body is found at a local sugar beet piler. Instead, her

plans focus on getting more â€œintimatelyâ€• acquainted with Randy Ryden, the deputy she met

when last in town. Those plans change, however, when someone close to Margie is arrested for the

crime, and Emerald and friends must investigate their way through a blizzard, a fish fry, and a whole

lot more to discover the real killer.
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I liked this second book of the series even more than Hot Dish Heaven: A Murder Mystery with

Recipes. Ms. Cooney has hit her stride with her second book of this series. Emerald Malloy is back

for another visit to Kennedy, MN, for more recipes and a hopeful romantic rendezvous with Deputy

Randy Ryden. Before she gets the chance to meet up with Deputy Ryden, she is drawn into another

murder "who done it" in the beet fields of northwestern Minnesota despite her best intentions to

leave crime solving to those who are trained to do so. Emerald is zany but you can't help liking her

despite her getting in trouble every time she turns around. As the murder mystery heats up, so does

the cooking and baking at the Hot Dish Heaven cafe, Margie, Barbie and the rest of the crew are



back again to entertain you with their antics. If you like Sophie Littlefield's A Bad Day for

Pretty/Mercy/Scandal series, you will like this series. Great stocking stuffer, especially for your

Minnesota friends.

I just finished snickering, snorting and guffawing as I read and finished. Now, darn it anyway, I have

to start packing and throwing out all things I can get rid of as we move across the hall from one apt

to another. I have been putting it all off as I read your book - and loving it! Thank you for making me

smile and laugh. And actually snort. Total love - and now I am copying a bunch of the recipes - they

do sound delish!

I just finished snickering, snorting and guffawing as I read and finished. Now, darn it anyway, I have

to start packing and throwing out all things I can get rid of as we move across the hall from one apt

to another. I have been putting it all off as I read your book - and loving it! Thank you for making me

smile and laugh. And actually snort.

I enjoyed reading about small town Minnesota and I remember the basement church hot dishes

from my childhood.
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